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Admission Policy
Undergraduate

The Faculty of Economics is seeking 
to foster individuals who can play 
leading roles in wide-ranging fields in 
society on the basis of a spirit of integ-
rity, freedom and cooperation which 
has been handed down since the es-
tablishment of Kobe Higher Commer-
cial School, the predecessor.
   The Faculty of Economics accepts 
students with the following qualifica-
tions:

1. Student who has the ability to an-
alyze accurately and think logically 
and creatively various phenomena 
in society with specialized knowl-
edge based on economics as well 
as extensive and rich liberal arts.

2. Student who can exercise commu-
nication skills excellently.

3. Student who has English and/or 
other language skills to play active 
roles in the international commu-
nity, and the ability to understand 
different cultures.

Graduate
Economics investigates how to 

improve our welfare.  The Graduate 
School of Economics is seeking to 
foster individuals who can conduct 
research in economics or work as pro-
fessionals with a high level of exper-
tise on the basis of a spirit of integrity, 
freedom and cooperation which has 
been handed down since the estab-
lishment of Kobe Higher Commercial 
School, the predecessor.
   The Graduate School of Economics 
accepts students with the following 
qualifications:

1. Student who has great enthusiasm 
for acquiring in-depth knowledge 
based on a broad perspective and 
specialized knowledge in econom-
ics.

2. Student who has the ability to 
analyze and think various social 
phenomena logically on the basis 
of economics from professional 
viewpoints.
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Why Study Economics at Kobe University?

Kobe University has a long tradition of 
research and education in social scienc-
es since its foundation as Kobe Higher 
Commercial School, a business school 
at the time, in 1902. Over the years, the 
university has been expanded and cur-
rently has a dozen of faculties in various 
areas of arts and sciences, but the social 
science schools still remain to be its core. 
The Graduate School and Faculty of Eco-
nomics offer exceptionally rich learning 
and research environments for students 
in cooperation with other social science 
institutions such as the Graduate School 
and Faculty of Business Administration, 
the Graduate School and Faculty of Law, 
the Graduate School of International Co-
operation, and the Research Institute of 
Economics and Business. 

The Graduate School and Faculty of 
Economics have more than 50 faculty 
members who conduct lectures and 
research in many diversified areas of eco-

nomics. We offer courses not only about 
basic core subjects such as microeco-
nomic theory, macroeconomic theory, 
statistics, econometrics, and Japanese 
and Western economic histories, but 
also on numerous applied fields such as 
international trade, money and finance, 
public economics, labor economics, 
environmental economics, industrial or-
ganization, and social policies. Moreover, 
we offer a number of rare courses in 
important fields such as economic ethics, 
economics of technology, economics of 
population and foods, analysis of ma-
jor regional economies like the United 
States, the EU, China, India, Asia, Latin 
America as well as Japan. In addition, the 
Graduate School of International Coop-
eration, which was founded in 1992, has 
many researchers specialized in the eco-
nomic development of  Asian and African 
Economies.

Our rich education and research envi-

ronment have been enhanced through-
out its long history. In recent years, we 
have been expanding our international 
education programs and networks with 
foreign universities. In particular, we 
have just started International Master 
Program, which offers courses in English, 
in order to receive overseas students and 
to send our Japanese students abroad 
to partner universities. With sponsor-
ship from the EU government, we and 
the Graduate School and Faculty of Law 
founded the EU Institute Japan in Kansai, 
and we cooperate with a couple of neigh-
boring universities. We and the Research 
Institute of Economics and Business 
founded the Kobe University Microdata 
Center, as a research center in Economics 
in Japan, which assists researchers in 
using micro-level data owned by the Jap-
anese Government. 

“I graduated from the Institute of Technology Uni-
versity in Beijing and then I wanted to study fur-
ther overseas. Because of Japan’s standing global-
ly and my interest in Japanese culture, I made the 
decision to study abroad in Japan. I chose Kobe 
University because of its economic status in the 
world and the beautiful campus view. At first, I 
planned to do a master in order to get a wonderful 
job. I never thought that I would be a PhD student 
at that time. Then, I joined professor’s Hamori 
seminar where I met wonderful people from all 
over the world and learned advanced financial 
econometric models like copula functions or wave-
let analysis. The seminar was so interesting that 
I decided to become a PhD student to learn more 
about financial econometrics. The PhD life in Kobe 
University has been nothing but studying hard 
every day. I hope that I can publish more papers in 
SSCI journals, and I hope that I can graduate next 
year.”

Xiaojing CAI (China)
Doctoral Program
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Economics beyond Borders
As Japan is now embedded in the 

global economy, combining expertise in 
economics and international experience 
expands students’ future potential. We, 
therefore, provide special international 
programs for students at both the un-
dergraduate and the master level. These 
programs aim to enhance students’ spe-
cialized and interdisciplinary knowledge 
as well as English ability for working in-
ternationally.

At the undergraduate level, two pro-
grams, the IFEEK and the KUPES are pro-
vided. IFEEK, the International Five-year 
Economics Education Program at Kobe, 
focuses on acquiring specialized knowl-
edge in economics and English ability. 
KUPES, the Kobe University Programme 
for European Studies, emphasizes fos-
tering interdisciplinary perspectives and 
insights on the EU. These programs offer 
courses taught in English and include 
studying abroad as a requirement for 
certification. Students start the programs 
in their second year, and both IFEEK and 
KUPES programs for master students are 
also provided.

At the master level, the International 
Master Program in Economics is offered 
for international students. Students who 
enroll in this program will be able to get 
a master degree in economics by taking 
courses taught entirely in English. In addi-
tion, the GMAP (Global Master Program 
in Economics) has started being offered 
since 2015. GMAP is an interdisciplinary 
program with a particular emphasis on 
economics, law and business adminis-
tration. In this program, all lectures are 
conducted only in English.

Studying in 
Partner Universities Abroad

Kobe University has agreements with 
about 300 universities and research in-
stitutions from around the world. More 
and more students from Kobe University 
are studying at partner universities over-
seas. Generally, students start studying 
abroad in the fall semester of their third 
year and stay for one or two semesters. 
Credits earned at the partner universities 
are transferable to Kobe University. We 
have the inter-faculty agreements with 
33 partner universities including Dublin 
City University (Ireland), KU Leuven (Bel-
gium), and Kiel University (Germany). Our 
students can also study at partner uni-
versities with inter-university agreements 
such as The University of Queensland 
(Australia), School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of London (United 
Kingdom), and University of Pittsburgh 
(United States).

We accept students from these partner 
universities at both the undergraduate 
and the graduate level. Foreign exchange 
students can attend courses taught in 
English as well as courses taught in Japa-
nese. In some courses, such as the IFEEK/
KUPES/GMAP courses taught in English, 
exchange students learn together and 
share their experiences with the Japa-
nese students.

Moreover, we conduct a Double De-
gree Program with some partner univer-
sities. Under this framework, students 
can receive two degrees, one from Kobe 
University and one from a partner uni-
versity. Students are dispatched to the 
partner university for one year, and study 
at their home universities for the rest of 
the course term. These programs are car-
ried out with Beijing Foreign Studies Uni-
versity (China) and KU Leuven (Belgium), 
Wuhan University (China) and Foreign 
Trade University (Vietnam).

IFEEK (International Five-
year Economics Education 
Program at Kobe)

Our IFEEK program, implemented in 
spring 2013, aims at training students to 
work in an international environment, 
either in academia or in corporate busi-
ness. As a highly-demanding integrated 
bachelor’s and master’s degree that 
includes a compulsory stay at a uni-
versity abroad, IFEEK students do not 
only receive a sound understanding in 
Economics, but also acquire advanced 
English communication skills as well as a 
plethora of other transferable skills. 

In order to graduate with a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree in five years, stu-
dents take specially designed courses 
from their second year. Examples of such 
include intensive special IFEEK seminars, 
fieldwork training, and advanced Aca-
demic English courses. Upon return to 
Kobe from their studies abroad in their 
third year, students submit their under-
graduate thesis, advancing to master’s 
level after 3.5 years. In the remaining 
1.5 years of the program, students work 
independently on their master’s research 
while taking specialized Economic class-
es. 

Being one year shorter than a regular 
bachelor’s/master’s degree in Japan, and 
having a strong international focus, the 
IFEEK program is a challenging program 
which, however, equips the students with 
invaluable academic and transferable 
skills, making them highly competitive 
players in the international arena.

KUPES (Kobe University Pro-
gramme for European Stud-
ies)

Kobe University Programme for Eu-
ropean Studies (KUPES) provides an 
integrated curriculum for students from 
B2 to master’s level, fostering an interdis-
ciplinary understanding of the EU and its 
relations with Japan. KUPES is designed 
for students from three faculties and 
graduate schools: Economics, Intercul-
tural Studies, and Law. Under the inter-
disciplinary KUPES curriculum, enrolled 
students will not only acquire specialized 
knowledge, insights and analytical skills, 
but they will also develop the capacity to 
analyze and research issues pertaining 
to the EU and international society from 
multifaceted viewpoints. KUPES provides 
a structured curriculum for students to 
learn about the EU, from social, political 
and economic perspectives in Japanese 
and English.

To foster a global perspective, bachelor 
(B3) students have to spend at least one 
term studying abroad. A feature unique 
to KUPES is that our master’s students 
receive a double degree from both Kobe 
University and our European partner 
institutions after completing at least two 
years of a master course, studying in both 
Japan and Europe.

The Kobe Advantage
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International Master 
Program in Economics

In this program, all lectures/seminars 
are conducted in English only, and stu-
dents are able to obtain master degrees 
in economics without taking any classes 
taught in Japanese. There is also a selec-
tion of economics-related courses avail-
able to students which are taught by the 
teaching staff of other schools (e.g. the 
Graduate School of International Cooper-
ation Studies).

The program is offered as part of the 
international educational programs of 
Kobe University, including the IFEEK, 
where Japanese students are allowed to 
take the courses taught in English. There-
fore, students in the program will study 
together with Japanese students. 

Apart from the above feature, the 
program is essentially the same as other 
master programs in our school. Success-
ful students are awarded with master 
degrees after obtaining 30 credits or 
more and submitting master theses un-
der supervision of professors who share 
similar research interests. In normal 
cases, it takes two years to complete the 
program.

GMAP (Global Master Pro-
gram) in Economics

The Global Master Program (GMAP) in 
Economics, which was launched in April 
2015 in response to the rapid globaliza-
tion, is a unique interdisciplinary program 
with a particular emphasis on economics, 
law and business administration. The 
program is designed mainly to provide 
a new approach to study international 
business not only for Japanese students 
but also for foreign students. Completion 
of the program also allows interested stu-
dents to transfer to the Doctoral Program 
in our graduate school.
 
The program has the following key fea-
tures:
1. All courses are taught in English. 
2. Some courses are taught collabo-

ratively by our faculty and invited 
prominent foreign professors.

3. The program includes a short-term 
internship in a foreign country (or 
Japan in the case of foreign stu-
dents).

4. The students will take courses not 
only in economics but also in law 
and business administration.

5. The program allows enrollment ei-
ther in spring or autumn.

First year

Quarter 1 Microeconomics, Portfolio Management, Economic & Financial Crises, 
GMAP Seminar (Startup), Business Writing

Quarter 2 Macroeconomics, Econometrics, Comparative Economic History, GMAP 
Seminar (Startup), Business Presentation

Quarter 3 Comparative Economy, Behavioral Finance, GMAP Seminar (Group Re-
search), Academic Reading

Quarter 4 Social Security, Economics of Disaster Management, GMAP Seminar 
(Group Research), Academic Writing

Second year

Quarter 1 Topics in Macroeconomics, Analysis of Stationary Time Series, GMAP 
Seminar (Individual Research)

Quarter 2 Spatial Political Economy, GMAP Seminar (Individual Research)

Quarter 3 Economics of Innovation, Analysis of Nonstationary Time Series, GMAP 
Seminar (Master Thesis)

Quarter 4 Topics in European Economy, Financial Markets Workshop, GMAP Sem-
inar (Master Thesis)

1. Students are required to obtain a total of 30 credits, complete master’s theses, 
and pass final examinations.

2. Students must take the followings:
• 8 credits of seminars
• 22 credits from other courses*

3. The credits may include credits from other departments.
* Some courses are compulsory for students of the program.

Possible courses for 2017
In Japanese In English

Introductory Economics Economic History Intermediate Microeconomics 
Statistics Econometrics Intermediate Macroeconomics 
American Economy Chinese Economy Advanced Microeconomics 
European Economy Finance Advanced Macroeconomics 
Public Economics Labor Economics Global Economy 
Population Policy Corporate Finance Japanese Economy 
Social Policy Input-Output Analysis Political Economy 
Applied Game Theory International Economics Aspects of EU Economies 
Economics of Modern 
Technology

Principles of Economic 
Policies Academic Reading

International Investment International Finance Academic Writing 
International Trade Economic Systems Advanced Portfolio Management
Environmental Economics Frontier of Economics 
Modern History of Western 
Economies 

Modern History of Japanese 
Economy 

Trends in Macroeconomics Micro-data Analysis

Study Plan 

1. Students are required to obtain a total of 124 credits, complete bachelor’s theses, 
and pass final examinations**; this does not apply to exchange students.

2. The credits may include credits from other departments.
3. The courses listed above are not comprehensive. For details, please ask the Aca-

demic Affairs Section.
** Students who do not take seminars are required to obtain a total of 132 credits in-
stead.

Undergraduate

Graduate
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Faculty Members 

Theoretical Analysis
ASHIYA, Masahiro, Prof.
(Microeconomics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
The University of Tokyo)
HARUYAMA, Tetsugen, Prof.  
(Macroeconomics, Economic Growth: 
D.Phil. in Economics, University of Ox-
ford)
HISAMATSU, Taro, Assoc. Prof. 
(History of Economic Thought: Ph.D. in 
Economics, Kobe University)
KOBAYASHI, Teruyoshi, Assoc. Prof.
(Network Science, Monetary Policy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Nagoya University)
MARUYAMA, Sawako, Assoc. Prof.  
(International Economics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, Nagoya University)
MIYAGAWA, Eiichi, Prof.  
(Game Theory, Behavioral Economics: 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of Roch-
ester)
NAKAMURA, Tamotsu, Prof.  
(Macroeconomics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Kobe University)
SHIMIZU, Takashi, Prof.  
(Microecomomic Theory, Game Theory: 
Ph.D. in Economics, The University of 

Tokyo)
SUZUKI, Jun, Assoc. Prof.  
(Economic Systems, Nonprofit Economy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe University)
YASUI, Daishin, Assoc. Prof. 
(Labor Economics, Macroeconomics: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Kyoto University)

Historical Analysis
HASHINO, Tomoko, Prof.
(Economic History of Japan, Comparative 
Development History of Industrial Districts: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Hitotsubashi University)
OKUNISHI, Takashi, Prof.  
(European Economic History, Global Eco-
nomic History: Dr. of Economics, Kobe 
University)
SHIGETOMI, Kimio, Prof. 
(Social and Economic History of Nine-
teenth-Century Britain: Dr. of Econom-
ics, Kobe University)

Statistics and Econometric 
Analysis
HAMORI, Shigeyuki, Prof. 
(Econometrics: Ph.D. in Economics, Duke 

University)
MATSUBAYASHI, Yoichi, Prof.  
(Econometrics, Empirical Analysis of 
International Macroeconomy: Ph.D. in 
Economics, Kobe University)
MOTEGI, Kaiji, Assoc. Prof.
(Econometrics, Time Series Analysis: 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill)
NAMBA, Akio, Prof. 
(Econometrics, Statistics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, Kobe University)
SUEISHI, Naoya, Assoc. Prof. 
(Econometrics: Ph.D. in Economics, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin)

Technological and Environ-
mental Analysis
HAGIWARA, Taiji, Prof. 
(Economics of Innovation, Input-Output 
Analysis)
ISHIKAWA, Masanobu, Prof.  
(Environmental Systems Analysis, Eco-
nomics of Waste and Recycling: Dr. of 
Engineering, The University of Tokyo)
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NAKAMURA, Kenta, Assoc. Prof.
(Economics of Innovation, Economics of 
Firm: Ph.D. in Economics, Hitotsubashi 
University)
OKAJIMA, Shigeharu, Assoc. Prof.
(Experimental Economics, Energy Eco-
nomics: Ph.D. in Agricultural, Environ-
mental, and Development Economics, 
The Ohio State University, Columbus)
TAKEUCHI, Kenji, Prof.  
(Environmental Economics: Dr. of Eco-
nomics, Kyoto University)
WEESE, Eric, Assoc. Prof. 
(Political Economy: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology)

Industrial and Social Policy
FUJIOKA, Yoshihide, Prof.  
(Social Policy, Economic Sociology: Ph.D. 
in Economics, Kobe Unviersity)
KINUGASA, Tomoko, Prof. 
(Population Economics, Agricultural Eco-
nomics: Ph.D. in Economics, University 
of Hawaii)
MIZUNO, Tomomichi, Assoc. Prof. 
(Industrial Organization: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, Kobe University)
NAGO, Takayuki, Prof.  
(Economic Thought, Economic Ethics: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe University)
SUGANO, Saki, Assoc. Prof. 
(Applied Microeconomics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, The University of Tokyo)
TANAKA, Yoshiyuki, Assoc. Prof.  
(Labor Economics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Kobe University)
YANAGAWA, Takashi, Prof.  
(Industrial Organization: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill)
YUGAMI, Kazufumi, Assoc. Prof. 
(Labor Economics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Osaka University)

Monetary and Public Policy
FUJITA, Seiichi, Prof.
(International Monetary System, Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union)
IWATSUBO, Kentaro, Prof.  
(Finance, International Finance: Ph.D. in 
Economics, University of California, Los 
Angeles)
KATO, Masahito, Assoc. Prof.  
(Corporate Finance, Financial Analyst: 
Ph.D. in Business Administration, Kobe 
University)
MIYAZAKI, Tomomi, Assoc. Prof.  
(Public Economics, Applied Econometrics: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Hitotsubashi University)
TAMAOKA, Masayuki, Prof. 
(Public Finance)

TATAMITANI, Yoshikatsu, Prof. 
(Mechanism Design, Public Economics: 
Ph.D. in  Economics, University of Tsuku-
ba)

International Economic Policy
HASHIMOTO, Ken-ichi, Assoc. Prof.
(International Macroeconomics, Macro-
economic Dynamics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Osaka University)
HU, Yunfang, Prof.  
(International Economics, Macroeco-
nomics: Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe Uni-
versity)
ISHIGURO, Kaoru, Prof. 
(International Political Economics: Ph.D. 
in Economics, Kobe University)
KAMATA, Isao, Assoc. Prof.  
(International Economics (Trade, FDI): 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of Michi-
gan)
NAKANISHI, Noritsugu, Prof. 
(International Economics, Game Theory: 
Dr. of Economics, Kobe University)
SATO, Sumie, Assoc. Prof. 
(Applied Econometrics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, Kobe University)

Comparative Economic Policy
JINUSHI, Toshiki, Prof. 
(American Economy, Monetary Policy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Harvard University)
KAJITANI, Kai, Prof.
(Chinese Economy, Development Eco-
nomics: Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe Uni-
versity)
KATAYAMA, Mitsuo, Assoc. Prof. 
(History of Motorcycle Industry)
KINKYO, Takuji, Prof.
(International Finance, Asian Economy: 

Ph.D. in Economics, SOAS University of 
London)
TANAKA, Hikaru, Assoc. Prof. 
(Japanese Economic History, Finance 
History: Ph.D. in Economics, The Univer-
sity of Tokyo)
YOSHII, Masahiko, Prof.
(Economies of Russia and Central Eu-
ropean Countries, Comparative Econo-
mies: Dr. of Economics, Kobe University)
WIERZBOWSKA, Agata, Assoc. Prof. 
(Monetary Policy, European Economy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe University)

Academic Staff
HORIE, Shinya, Assoc. Prof.
(Economics of Disaster, Microeconomet-
rics: Ph.D. in Economics, The Ohio State 
University, Columbus)
OTSUKA, Keijiro, Prof.
(Development Economics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, University of Chicago)
SATO, Kenji, Assoc. Prof.
(Macroeconomic Dynamics, Economic 
Growth: Ph.D. in Economics, Kyoto Uni-
versity)
SCHRADE, Anna Kristina, Assoc. Prof. 
(Economic History: Ph.D. in History, Uni-
versity of Oxford)
SUNAKAWA, Takeki, Assoc. Prof.
(Macroeconomics, Monetary Econom-
ics: Ph.D. in Economics, The Ohio State 
University, Columbus)
TAKAHASHI, Ana Maria, Assoc. Prof.
(Labor Economics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
University of Utah)
WATKINS, Clinton, Assoc. Prof.
(Empirical Finance and Asset Manage-
ment: Ph.D. in Economics, University of 
Western Australia)
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Canada
University of Ottawa

U.S.A.
Boston College/ Queens College of 
The City University of New York/ 
The University of Pittsburgh/ Uni-
versity of California, Irvine

The Netherlands
Leiden University/ Tilburg University

Belgium
KU Leuven/ Saint-Louis University/ 
Université catholique de Louvain/ 
Université de Liège/ Universiteit Gent

Ireland
Dublin City University

Spain
University of Barcelona

United Kindgom
Kent University/ Hart Ford College, 
University of Oxford/ SOAS, University 
of London 

France
l’Université de Paris X Nanterre/ 
l’Université Panthéon-Assas (Paris 
II)/ l’Université Paris Diederot-Paris 
7/ Université Lille 3

Facts and Figures

Asia
84%

Europe
12%

Africa
2%

North America
1%

South America
1%

ECONOMICS INTERNATIONAL 
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Denmark
Aarhus University

Czech
Charles University

China
Beijing Foreign Studies University/ Jilin 
University/ Lanzhou University/ Nankai 
University/ Renmin University of China/ 
Shandong University/ Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University/ Tsinghua University/ 
Wuhan University/ Zhejiang University

Austria
University of Graz

Bulgaria
Sofia University St. Kliment 
Ohridski

Poland
Jagiellonian University/ University of 
Gdańsk/ Uniwersytet Warszawski

Australia
The University of 
Queensland/ The University 
of Western Australia

Romania
Babeș-Bolyai University

Italy
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice/ 
Scuola Leonardo da Vinci Milan/ Uni-
versity of Bologna

Germany
Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu 
Kiel/ Hochschule für Wirtschaft 
und Recht Berlin/ Trier University

Hong Kong
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

South Korea
Hanyang University/ Seoul 
National University/ Sogang 
University/ Yonsei University

Vietnam
Foreign Trade University/ 
National Economics University

New Caledonia
New Caledonia University

Indonesia
Universitas Indonesia

Taiwan
National Taiwan University

*bold type: Inter-University    small type: Inter-faculty
As of December 2016

Singapore
Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity
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Conferences

To advance international exchange 
among researchers, the Graduate School 
of Economics holds an annual conference 
with universities and research institu-
tions from around the world. University 
of Washington, three Chinese universities 
(Zhejiang University, Shandong University 
and Nankai Technological University), Ha-
nyang University, Nanyang Technological 
University, University of Hawaiʻi at Mā-
noa and Bruegel Institute participate in 
the conference. Meetings are known for 
their vigorous discussions, wide-ranging 
reports, and presentations.

Bruegel-Graduate School of 
Economics, Kobe University   
Conference

The Bruegel-Kobe University Interna-
tional Conference has been jointly held 
since 2013 to deepen relations between 
Bruegel Institute, arguably world’s fore-
most think tank, and the Graduate School 
of Economics. This conference is devoted 
to issues confronting Europe and Japan 
and is highly regarded by the participants. 
The title of the fourth annual conference, 
held in 2016, was “Innovation and Eco-
nomic Reform in Europe and Japan.”

International Conference on 
Applied Econometrics in Ha-
waii

The purpose of the Hawaii conference 
is to exchange opinions about the re-
search of applied econometrics, to pro-
mote international cooperative research 
and to make significant research out-
comes in the future. At the conference, 

more than ten research papers that use 
econometrics are presented and all the 
participants have fruitful discussions. The 
following five distinguished universities 
participated in this conference in 2016: 
Kobe University, Hanyang University 
(South Korea), Nanyang Technological 
University (Singapore), National Taiwan 
University (Taiwan), University of Hawaiʻi 
at Mānoa (United States) and Xiamen 
University (China).

Conference on Trade, Finan-
cial Integration and Econom-
ic Growth 

The Graduate School of Economics 
hosts a series of conferences on trade, 
financial integration and economic 
growth. We successfully held the 2015 
Kobe University conference and will 
jointly host the Seattle conference in 
2017 with the University of Washington. 
This conference series provide us with 
excellent opportunities to exchange 
new research ideas with outstanding 
researchers from all over the world. This 
exchange benefits not only our faculty 
members' research activities, but also 
help young researchers and graduate 
students to build international research 
networks.

Hanyang-Kobe-Nanyang Con-
ference in Economics 

Hanyang University (Korea), Nanyang 
Technological University (Singapore) and 
Kobe University hold an annual confer-
ence hosted at each institution in turn. 
Nanyang Technological University hosted 

the 2015 conference.

Annual Conference with Chi-
nese Universities

The Graduate School of Economics 
held the 15th Annual Conference on 
“Economic Growth and Industrial Re-
structuring of East Asia” in 2016, jointly 
supported by our Chinese academic ex-
change agreement partner universities: 
Zhejiang University, Shandong University, 
and Nankai University. This event took 
place for the first time in 2002, and since 
then its major concerns have been on the 
impacts of the world economy on East 
Asian economic growth. 

Through this conference we aim to ex-
change specialized knowledge regarding 
the East Asian countries, and to establish 
friendship among the staff and students 
of Kobe University and the three Chinese 
Universities.
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Messages from Students

“I am grateful to Kobe University and the Japanese Govern-
ment’s scholarship program for the opportunity to pursue 
and complete my PhD program in Economics. The quality 
of the program is outstanding, both on theoretical as well 
as applied economics. The Graduate School of Economics 
at Kobe University possesses specialized professors in a 
wide range of subjects, which allows graduate students to 
diversify their economics background. The knowledge that I 
acquired at Kobe University allowed me to address complex 
issues during my professional career, ranging from research 
projects to practical policy design. Beyond economics, Kobe 
University offers an environment conducive for personal de-
velopment, such as multicultural open-mindedness.”

Ivohasina Fizara RAZAFIMAHEFA (Madagascar)
International Monetary Fund (IMF)

“Learning at Kobe University was one of the most mem-
orable experiences for me. The Graduate School of Eco-
nomics at Kobe University possesses specialized faculty 
with superior research performance in a wide range of 
disciplines. During my study at the Graduate School of 
Economics, the words and deeds of my teachers helped 
me set up conscientious, rigorous and enterprising atti-
tude towards teaching and doing research. In this envi-
ronment, I laid a solid foundation on modern economics. 
The learning experience at Kobe University is not only the 
source of my achievements today, but also supplies me 
with inexhaustible fuel for future development. Thanks 
to Kobe University, thanks to the teachers of Kobe Uni-
versity!”

Guifu CHEN (China)
 Professor, 

School of Economics, Xiamen University
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"Thanks to the close relationship between the KU 
Leuven and Kobe University, I have had one of my 
greatest opportunities: studying as a master student 
at Kobe University. Back at KU Leuven in Belgium, 
my major was Japanese studies, and thanks to 
this program I had the chance to develop both my 
knowledge about Japan and of a field that was 
relatively new to me, economics. A year may seem like 
a short time to master skills in a new field of study, 
but it was possible thanks to Kobe University’s great 
learning environment. There are friendly relationships 
between the students, who are all greatly motivated 
to work hard and help out other students. We also 
receive individual guidance from the professors. The 
best example of this is  the weekly seminars  where 
students  share their research and discuss it  with 
the professor and other students. It also helps that 
the Kobe University campus is truly beautiful, and it 
is always a pleasure to stroll around campus after a 
day of taking classes or working on research. I would 
greatly recommend this program to anyone who has 
the chance to enter it."

Camille VAN DER VORST (Belgium)
Double Degree Program

“Studying at Kobe University did change my life. It was 
a really precious experience in my life. I learned not only 
the economics theory expressed by difficult mathematic 
equations, but also the economics’ spirit through each 
lecture in the Economics faculty. It was also a tremen-
dous pleasure for me to be taught by professors who 
have graduated from world-leading universities such as 
Harvard University and Stanford University, and from top 
Japanese universities such as Hitotsubashi University and 
Kobe University. With its well-equipped facilities, com-
prehensive library and broad-reaching connections with 
other institutions, Kobe University gave me the chance to 
conduct in-depth research. Moreover, I received helpful 
assistance regarding my future career from my professors 
as well as faculty officers. Last but not least, Kobe Univer-
sity really made me feel at home, and that helped me to 
make my dream come true.
Welcome to Kobe University. Come and share your 
dreams with us!”

Cao Thi Khanh NGUYET (Vietnam)
Researcher,

Asia Pacific Institute of Research (APIR)
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Facilities, Scholarships, Supports

Library
Kobe University Library holds about 3,750,000 books and 

46,000 journal titles. It also provides online materials (about 
27,000 e-journal titles and 36,000 e-book titles) and more than 
50 online databases.

Kobe University International Student Center 
(KISC)

The Center is responsible for the overall international stu-
dents’ needs. These include: 
• advising on Japanese language and Japanese studies 

courses
• advising on studying and living in japan
• advising on internships, job hunting, and alumni net-work-

ing

Japanese Language/ Studies Program 
The International Student Center offers the following three 

Japanese language courses for free. The eligible students are 
those who have been permitted to enter Kobe University. Stu-
dents who wish to enroll in one of these courses are required to 
take the placement test at the beginning of the term in which 
they wish to enroll.
• Intensive Japanese Language Course
• Integrated Japanese Language Course (for all international 

students)
• Japanese Language/ Studies Course (for undergraduate 

students)

Medical Center for Student Health
At this center, there are doctors and nurses as well as coun-

selors that can provide consultation or advice in case of physical 
or mental problems. This center also provides an annual medi-
cal checkup for all students. 

Student Advising and Counseling
Advisors at the Kobe University International Student Center 

(KISC) hold consultation hours for international students. Enqui-
ries vary from study related issues to mental health, financial, 
accommodation, family and health issues. KISC cooperates with 
the designated International Student Advisor from each depart-
ment to ensure that the students have the best study environ-
ment in order to gain the most out of their experience at Kobe 
University.

Student Tutor System 
Each international student receives advice from a tutor stu-

dent. This aims to help and improve the effectiveness of study, 
research, and everyday life.
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Tuition Fee Exemption and Deferral

For the students who have difficulty paying their tuition fees 
due to certain serious circumstances, they have chances to be 
granted a full or half tuition exemption as a result of a screening 
based on their applications. For details, please refer to the fol-
lowing link.

http://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/study_in_kobe/tuition/about_ex-
emption_tuition.html

Housings 
Some students live in private housing rented by them and 

others rent Kobe University dormitories (studio apartments with 
bathroom and kitchen). One of them is the International Resi-
dence in Port Island, where students can receive some supports 
in English. For details, please refer to the following link.

http://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/campuslife/housing/index.html

Cafeteria 
Cafeterias and stores on campus are operated by the Kobe 

University Co-operative Association (Co-op). They provide meals 
on weekdays, from 10:20 a.m. until 7:30 p.m., and on Saturdays 
from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. It is the place where you can 
enjoy meals at reasonable prices.

Co-op Store 
The Co-op stores sell books, stationary supplies, computers, 

food, beverages, and other useful goods and services for cam-
pus life. Reservations for air tickets, tours, and hotels are avail-
able at the stores as well. They are open on weekdays from 8:30 
a.m. until 6:30 p.m. and on Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m.

Scholarships 
There are various scholarships offered by the Japanese gov-

ernment, the local government and private organizations. Stu-
dents can apply for most of these, through the university, after 
they enter the university. For details, please refer to the follow-
ing link or ask the Academic Affairs Section.

http://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/study_in_kobe/scholarships/index.
html

• JASSO/ Honors Scholarship
• Hyogo Prefecture Private Foreign Students Scholarship
• Kobe/ Sugawara/ Hisa Scholarship
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