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ics with Ph.D.

6th (2018)
Asahi Shimbun Publicati ons Inc.
Economics, Nati onal Universiti es

Proporti on of Foreign 
Academics
8th (2018)

Asahi Shimbun Publicati ons Inc.
Nati onal Universiti es

By Subject
7th

(31st in Asia)
QS World University Rankings 2019

Economics and Econometrics in Japan

Economic Insti tuti on 
Ranking in Japan

8th
(out of 194 insti tuti ons)

IDEAS, as of November 2019

Number of Ph.D. 
Awarded

3rd
(2015 in Japan)
MEXT Website
Social Science

Number of Ph.D. Awarded
3rd

(July 1991 - March 2016 in Japan)
MEXT Website
Social Science

Number of Documents
2nd

(2009-2019 in Japan)
Web of Science

Clarivate Analyti cs Arti cle Database
Economics

Times Cited
5th

(2009-2019 in Japan)
Web of Science

Clarivate Analyti cs Arti cle Database
Economics

Graduate

The Graduate School of Economics is seeking 
to foster individuals who can conduct research in 
economics or work as professionals with a high 
level of experti se on the basis of a spirit of integ-
rity, freedom, and cooperation which has been 
handed down since the establishment of Kobe 
Higher Commercial School, our predecessor.

The Graduate School of Economics accepts stu-
dents with the following qualifi cati ons:

1. Students who have great enthusiasm for ac-
quiring in-depth knowledge based on a broad 
perspecti ve and specialized knowledge in eco-
nomics.

2. Students who have the ability to analyze and 
think about various social phenomena logically 
on the basis of economics from professional 
viewpoints.

Undergraduate

Economics investigates how to improve our 
welfare. The Faculty of Economics is seeking to 
foster individuals who can play leading roles in 
wide-ranging fields in society on the basis of 
a spirit of integrity, freedom and cooperation 
which has been handed down since the estab-
lishment of Kobe Higher Commercial School, our 
predecessor.

The Faculty of Economics accepts students 
with the following qualifi cati ons:

1. Students who have the ability to analyze and 
think about various social phenomena logical-
ly and creati vely on the basis of economics as 
well as extensive and rich liberal arts.

2. Students who can exercise communication 
skills excellently.

3. Students who have English and/or other lan-
guage skills to play acti ve roles in the interna-
tional community, and the ability to under-
stand diff erent cultures.

Admission Policy
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Noritsugu Nakanishi,

Dean, Faculty of Economics and Graduate 
School of Economics, Kobe University

The history of the Faculty of Economics and the Graduate 
School of Economics at Kobe University dates back to the estab-
lishment of the Kobe Higher Commercial School in 1902, which 
was the second higher educational institution for economics 
and commerce educati on established by the Japanese govern-
ment at that ti me. Since then, the Faculty and Graduate School 
have instructed a large number of distinguished people. We 
are very proud that our graduates have been occupying higher 
social positi ons and been playing leading roles in various fi elds 
of business, politics, and academics. Based on our reputable 
historical background and our long traditi on, we have achieved 
a tremendous success in both educati ng excellent people and 
conducting outstanding research. Our school has acquired a 
considerable reputati on and maintained its status as one of the 
leading universiti es in the fi eld of economics in Japan. 

In our school, more than fi � y professors are engaged in cut-
ti ng-edge research acti viti es and teach various subjects such as 
economic theory, stati sti cs and econometrics, economic history, 
environmental economics, economics of technology, industrial 
organizati on, social policies, fi nance, public fi nance, internati on-
al economics, and regional studies on the US, the EU, China and 
other regions. Because the expertise of our faculty members 
covers virtually all fi elds in economics, we can off er a wide range 
of study opportunities for our students. The regular program 
in our curriculum is well-organized and structured so that the 
students can take a step-by-step approach (from elementary to 
advanced) to learn economics both eff ecti vely and effi  ciently. 

In addition to the regular program, we offer some special 
programs. First one is the Internati onal Five-year Economics Ed-
ucati on Program at Kobe University (IFEEK), in which highly-mo-
ti vated students are trained to acquire a deeper understanding 
of economics and advanced English communication skills in 
collaborati on with foreign partner universiti es. In the IFEEK, suc-
cessful students will be able to obtain both a bachelor’s degree 
in three years and half and a master’s degree in one year and 
half (i.e., fi ve years in total). Second one is the Kobe University 
Programme for European Studies (KUPES), which provides stu-
dents (from the second-year bachelor to master’s level) with 
an integrated curriculum for facilitating the understanding of 
culture, law, languages, politi cal insti tuti ons, and other various 
aspects in the European Union countries and their relati on to 
Japan. Third one is the Econo-Legal Study Program (ELS), which 
is an interdisciplinary course operated in collaborati on with the 
faculty of Law. The ELS aims to foster students’ ability to analyze 
modern complex problems generati ng both economic and legal 

diffi  culti es such as the intellectual property rights, regulati on/
deregulati on of industries, migrati on of foreign workers and so 
forth, and to find sound solutions to those problems with an 
integrated view of economics and law. 

In the Graduate School, the master course curriculum is di-
vided into two tracks. One is for the students who intend to be 
academic researchers and conti nue to the doctor course a� er 
fi nishing the master course; the other is for the students who 
want to obtain higher professional skills for going into business, 
ge�  ng jobs in think tanks, and working as government offi  cials 
and such. By completi ng the designated classes corresponding 
to each track, students can choose their career-paths by them-
selves. The Global Master Program (GMAP) in Economics is a 
special program for the graduate students, which is designed to 
off er students advanced knowledge of social sciences in order 
to become business elites. 

We have accepted and educated a great number of foreign 
students from all over the world. We always welcome foreign 
students who want to study at our Graduate School. For foreign 
students, we off er the Internati onal Master Program in Econom-
ics in which all lectures and seminars are conducted in English. 
Accordingly, even without any knowledge of Japanese, students 
can complete all the courses and obtain a master’s degree. 

On our Rokkodai Campus, we have several historic buildings 
such as the Main Building of Kobe University, the Social Science 
Library, and the Research Insti tute of Economics and Business 
Administrati on (RIEB), all of which are registered as cultural her-
itages, from which we can feel the solemn atmosphere of our 
long history and traditi on. In additi on to these historical heritag-
es, we have installed modern faciliti es of informati on commu-
nicati on technology; all students are provided with IDs for the 
university computer system and can have access to e-journals 
and other academic resources from the Library’s website and 
from the Internet access provided by the university. 

The Graduate School of Economics at Kobe University is one 
of the best places to study and do research in economics in 
Japan. We welcome anyone who wishes to join us. We hope to 
see you on our beauti ful campus. 

Message from the Dean
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Economics beyond Borders
As Japan is now embedded in the 

global economy, the combination of ex-
pertise in economics and international 
experience will expand students’ career 
potenti al. We, therefore, provide special 
international programs for students at 
both the undergraduate and the master 
level. These programs aim to enhance 
students’ specialized and interdisciplinary 
knowledge as well as English ability for 
working internati onally.

At the undergraduate level, two pro-
grams, called the IFEEK and the KUPES, 
are off ered. The IFEEK (Internati onal Five-
year Economics Education Program at 
Kobe) focuses on acquiring specialized 
knowledge in economics and English 
ability. The KUPES (Kobe University Pro-
gramme for European Studies) emphasiz-
es fostering interdisciplinary perspecti ves 
and insights on the EU. Both programs of-
fer courses taught in English and include 
studying abroad as a requirement for cer-
ti fi cati on. Students start the programs in 
the second year of their undergraduate 
study and conti nue at the master level.

At the master level, we also offer a 
program called the Internati onal Master 
Program in Economics, which is espe-
cially tailored for internati onal students. 
Successful students in this program will 
obtain a master degree in economics by 
taking courses taught enti rely in English. 
In addition, we also introduced a pro-
gram called the GMAP (Global Master 
Program) in Economics in 2015. It is an 
interdisciplinary program with a partic-
ular emphasis on economics, law and 
business administrati on. In this program, 
all lectures are conducted in English only.

Studying at 
Partner Universities Abroad

Kobe University has academic agree-
ments with more than 350 universities 
and research institutions around the 
world. Graduate School of Economics 
has inter-university agreements with 
36 partner universities and inter-faculty 
agreements with 44 partner universiti es 
for student exchange, mainly in Europe 
and Asia. For example, our students can 
study at KU Leuven (Belgium), School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University 
of London (United Kingdom), Peking 
University (China), the University of 
Queensland (Australia) and the University 
of Pitt sburgh (United States of America). 
Generally, students start studying abroad 
in the fall semester of their third year 
and stay there for one or two semesters. 
Credits earned at the partner universiti es 
are transferable to Kobe University.

Our department also receives many 

students from these partner universiti es, 
at both undergraduate and graduate lev-
el. Partner universities’ students can at-
tend courses either taught in English or in 
Japanese. These students learn and share 
their experiences with the Japanese stu-
dents.

Moreover, we conduct several double 
degree programs, mostly at master level, 
with our partner universiti es: KU Leuven 
(Belgium), Beijing Foreign Studies Uni-
versity (China), Wuhan University (China) 
and Foreign Trade University (Vietnam). 
Under this program, students are study-
ing at the partner university for one year 
and at Kobe University for another year. 
Students that successfully complete the 
coursework and write a master (or a 
bachelor) thesis, will receive two diplo-
mas, one from Kobe University and an-
other from the partner university.

IFEEK (International Five-
year Economics Education 
Program at Kobe)

Graduate School of Economics at Kobe 
University started the IFEEK (Internati onal 
Five-year Economics Education Program 
at Kobe) in spring 2013. Since then, this 
program is providing students with a 
global educational experience. This pro-
gram is highly demanding and students 
that graduate from it are expected to 
successfully fi nd a job, either in academia 
or in businesses with internati onal acti vi-
ti es. 

In order to acquire a deeper under-
standing of economics, advanced English 
communicati on skills, and a large number 
of other transferable skills, the IFEEK stu-
dents are trained intensively both locally 
and internati onally. Students are off ered 
a structured curriculum that includes 
undergraduate and master’s degree level 
courses, as well as a semester or a year 
of study at a partner university abroad. 

Students for this program are selected 
in their first year and are required to 
take the specially designed courses for 
this program starting from their second 
year. If they successfully complete the re-
quired courses at Kobe University and at 
the partner university abroad, students 
obtain a bachelor’s degree in three years 
and half instead of four years, and are al-
lowed to enter the master’s program. At 
master’s level, students take core courses 
in economics that are taught mainly in 
English, and work independently on their 
master’s theses. If they successfully com-
plete the courses required for this higher 
educati on level, students will be awarded 
a master’s degree in one year and half or 
even in one year instead of two years.

KUPES (Kobe University Pro-
gramme for European Stud-
ies)

The KUPES provides an integrated 
curriculum for students from B2 (2nd 
year bachelor) to master’s level, foster-
ing an interdisciplinary understanding 
of the EU and its relations with Japan. 
KUPES students major in Intercultural 
Studies, Global Human Sciences, Law or 
Economics while acquiring specialized 
knowledge of the EU and its social issues 
in both Japanese and English. They are 
trained to analyze and research Europe-
an issues from multifaceted viewpoints, 
and are encouraged to criti cally examine 
internati onal trends from a comparati ve 
perspecti ve.

As part of the structured curriculum, 
KUPES students attend special lectures, 
seminars and guest speaker events on 
the history of the EU, as well as its soci-
ety, politics and economy. The interdis-
ciplinary classes cover a wide range of 
issues such as migration, identity, labor, 
agriculture, environment, and welfare.

To gain a high level of global compe-
tence, bachelor (B3) students have to 
spend at least one term studying abroad. 
Unique to KUPES, our master’s students 
receive a double degree from both Kobe 
University and our European partner 
institutions after completing at least 2 
years of full-time postgraduate study in 
both Japan and Europe.

The Kobe Advantage
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Note that these courses are subject to change.

1. Students are required to obtain a total of 124 credits, complete bachelor’s theses, 
and pass final examinations**; this does not apply to exchange students.

2. The credits may include credits from other departments.
3. The courses listed above are not comprehensive. For details, please ask the Aca-

demic Affairs Section.
** Students who do not take seminars are required to obtain a total of 132 credits in-
stead.

In Japanese In English
Introductory Economics Economic History Intermediate Microeconomics 
Statistics Econometrics Intermediate Macroeconomics 
International Economics Public Economics Advanced Microeconomics 
Japanese Economy Social Security Advanced Macroeconomics 
Environmental Economics Frontier of Economics Global Economy 
Economics of Innovation Game Theory Japanese Economy 
Theory of Finance European Economy Advanced Public Economics
Asian Economies Public Finance Aspects of EU Economies 
Input-Output Analysis Development Economics Academic Reading
International Finance Economic Statistics Business Writing 

Micro-data Analysis I, II
Medieval-Early Modern 
Economic History of 
Western Europe

Advanced Econometrics

Intermediate Microeco-
nomics

Intermediate Macroeco-
nomics Advanced Monetary Economics

International Trade Theory International Macroeco-
nomics Advanced Environmental Policy

Undergraduate

Spring 
Semester

Q1

Microeconomics

Seminar for Economics Studies 
How to write articles in English 
GMAP Seminar(startup)

Macroeconomics
Econometrics
Topics in Industrial Organization 
Academic Writing
Business Writing

Q2 Intensive Course

Fall 
Semester

Q3

Microeconomics

Seminar for Economics Studies
Applied Microeconomics 

Macroeconomics
Econometrics
Monetary Economics
European Economy
Analysis of Stationary Time Series
Business Writing

Q4

Environmental Policy
Household Economics
Public Economics
Development Economics
Comparative Economic History
Academic Writing
Business Economics

1. Students are required to obtain a total of 30 credits, complete master’s theses, 
and pass final examinations.

2. Students must take the followings:
• 8 credits of seminars
• 22 credits from other courses*

3. The credits may include credits from other departments.
* Some courses are compulsory for students of the program.

Graduate
Course offerings AY2020International Master 

Program in Economics
In this program, all lectures/seminars 

are conducted in English only, and stu-
dents are able to obtain master degrees 
in economics without taking any classes 
taught in Japanese. There is also a selec-
tion of economics-related courses avail-
able to students which are taught by the 
teaching staff of other schools (e.g. the 
Graduate School of International Cooper-
ation Studies).

The program is offered as part of the 
international educational programs of 
Kobe University, including the IFEEK, 
where Japanese students are allowed to 
take the courses taught in English. There-
fore, students in the program will study 
together with Japanese students. 

Apart from the above feature, the 
program is essentially the same as other 
master programs in our school. Success-
ful students are awarded with master 
degrees after obtaining 30 credits or 
more and submitting master theses un-
der supervision of professors who share 
similar research interests. In normal 
cases, it takes two years to complete the 
program.

GMAP (Global Master Pro-
gram) in Economics

The Global Master Program (GMAP) 
in Economics was launched in April 2015 
in response to the rapid globalization. 
It is a unique interdisciplinary program 
with a particular emphasis on economics, 
law and business administration. The 
program is designed mainly to provide 
students with advanced knowledge of 
social sciences to become business elites.  
Completion of the program also allows 
students to transfer to Ph.D. program 
Graduate School of Economics at Kobe 
University.
 

The program has the following key fea-
tures:

1. All courses are provided in English. 
2. Some courses are provided collab-

oratively by the faculty members of 
Kobe University and invited promi-
nent international researchers.

3. The students are expected to take 
courses from Graduate School of 
Economics, Graduate School of 
Business Administration, and Grad-
uate School of Law.

4. The program allows enrollment ei-
ther in spring or autumn.
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Theoreti cal Analysis
Masahiro Ashiya, Prof.
(Microeconomics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
The University of Tokyo)
Tetsugen Haruyama, Prof.
(Macroeconomics, Economic Growth: D. 
Phil. in Economics, University of Oxford)
Yusuke Kasuya, Assoc. Prof.
(Mechanism Design, Economic Meth-
odology: Ph.D. in Economics, Yokohama 
Nati onal University)
Teruyoshi Kobayashi, Assoc. Prof.
(Network Science, Monetary Policy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Nagoya University)
Eiichi Miyagawa, Prof.  
(Game Theory, Behavioral Economics: 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of Roch-
ester)
Tamotsu Nakamura, Prof.  
(Macroeconomics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Kobe University)
Takashi Shimizu, Prof.  
(Microecomomic Theory, Game Theory: 
Ph.D. in Economics, The University of 
Tokyo)

Historical Analysis
Tomoko Hashino, Prof.
(Economic History of Modern Japan, Com-
parati ve Development History of Industrial 
Districts: Ph.D. in Economics, Hitotsubashi 
University)
Takashi Okunishi, Prof.  
(European Economic History, Global Eco-
nomic History: Dr. of Economics, Kobe 
University)
Kimio Shigetomi, Prof. 
(Social and Economic History of Nine-
teenth-Century Britain: Dr. of Econom-
ics, Kobe University)
Tomoko Watanuki, Prof. 
(Social and Economic History of Premod-
ern Japan: Ph.D. in Literature, Tohoku 
University)

Statistics and Econometric 
Analysis
Shigeyuki Hamori, Prof. 
(Econometrics: Ph.D. in Economics, Duke 
University)

Yoichi Matsubayashi, Prof.  
(Econometrics, Empirical Analysis of 
International Macroeconomy: Ph.D. in 
Economics, Kobe University)
Kaiji Motegi, Assoc. Prof.
(Econometrics, Time Series Analysis: 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill)
Akio Namba, Prof. 
(Econometrics, Statistics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, Kobe University)
Naoya Sueishi, Prof. 
(Econometrics: Ph.D. in Economics, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin)

Technological and Environ-
mental Analysis
Taiji Hagiwara, Prof. 
(Economics of Innovati on, Input-Output 
Analysis: M.A. in Economics, Kobe Uni-
versity)
Kenta Nakamura, Assoc. Prof.
(Economics of Innovati on, Economics of 
Firm: Ph.D. in Economics, Hitotsubashi 
University)

Faculty Members 
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Hiroaki Sakamoto, Assoc. Prof.
(Environmental and Resource Econom-
ics: Ph.D. in Economics, Kyoto University)
Kenji Takeuchi, Prof.  
(Environmental Economics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, Kyoto University)
Junichi Yamasaki, Asst. Prof. 
(Development Economics, Economic His-
tory: Ph.D. in Economics , London School 
of Economics and Political Science)

Industrial and Social Policy
Yoshihide Fujioka, Prof.
(Social Policy, Economic Sociology: Ph.D. 
in Economics, Kobe Unviersity)
Tomoko Kinugasa, Prof.
(Population Economics, Agricultural Eco-
nomics: Ph.D. in Economics, University 
of Hawaii)
Tomomichi Mizuno, Assoc. Prof.
(Industrial Organization: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, Kobe University)
Takayuki Nago, Prof.
(Economic Thought, Economic Ethics: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe University)
Jun Suzuki, Prof.
(Economic Systems, Nonprofit Economy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe University)
Takashi Yanagawa, Prof.
(Industrial Organization: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill)
Kazufumi Yugami, Assoc. Prof.
(Labor Economics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Osaka University)

Monetary and Public Policy
Seiichi Fujita, Prof.
(International Monetary System, Eco-
nomic and Monetary Union: M.A. in Eco-
nomics, Kobe University)
Kentaro Iwatsubo, Prof.
(Finance, International Finance: Ph.D. in 
Economics, University of California, Los 
Angeles)
Tomomi Miyazaki, Assoc. Prof.  
(Public Economics, Applied Econometrics: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Hitotsubashi University)
Shin-ichi Nishiyama, Prof.
(Monetary Economics, Monetary Policy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, The Ohio State Uni-
versity)
Masayuki Tamaoka, Prof.
(Public Finance: M.A. in Economics, Kobe 
University)
Yoshikatsu Tatamitani, Prof.
(Mechanism Design, Public Economics: 
Ph.D. in  Economics, University of Tsuku-
ba)

International Economic Policy
Jun Goto, Assoc. Prof.
(Development Economics, Experimental 
Economics: Ph.D. in Agricultural Science,  
The University of Tokyo)
Ken-ichi Hashimoto, Assoc. Prof.
(International Macroeconomics, Macro-
economic Dynamics: Ph.D. in Economics, 
Osaka University)
Yunfang Hu, Prof.  
(International Economics, Macroeco-
nomics: Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe Uni-
versity)
Noritsugu Nakanishi, Prof. 
(International Economics, Game Theory: 
Dr. of Economics, Kobe University)

Comparative Economic Policy
Kai Kajitani, Prof.
(Chinese Economy, Development Eco-
nomics: Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe Uni-
versity)
Mitsuo Katayama, Assoc. Prof. 
(History of Motorcycle Industry: M.A. in 
Economics, Kobe University)
Takuji Kinkyo, Prof.
(International Finance, Asian Economy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, SOAS University of 
London)
Ryuzo Miyao, Prof.
(Monetary Policy, Japanese Economy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Harvard University)
Shinpei Sano, Assoc. Prof.
(Labor Economics, Economics of Educa-
tion: Ph.D. in Economics, Osaka Univer-
sity)
Masahiko Yoshii, Prof.
(Economies of Russia, and Central and 
Eastern European Countries, Compara-
tive Economies: Dr. of Economics, Kobe 
University)
Agata Wierzbowska, Assoc. Prof. 
(Monetary Policy, European Economy: 
Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe University)

Project Based Faculties
Aemee Inoue, Research Associate
(International Exchange Coordinator: 
M.Ed. in Education, Kyoto University)
Risa Kojima, Assoc. Prof.
(Economic Analysis of Waste Policy, Eco-
nomic Analysis of Recycling Policy: M.A. 
in Economics, Kobe University)
Tomohiro Kitamura, Assoc. Prof.
(Transportation Economics, Applied 
Econometrics: Ph.D. in Economics, Kobe 
University)
Rieko Matsui, Research Associate 
(International Exchange Coordinator: 
Master of Environmental Management, 
University of New South Wales)
Keijiro Otsuka, Prof.
(Development Economics: Ph.D. in Eco-
nomics, University of Chicago)
Jiangyun Wan, Asst.Prof.
(Industrial Organization, International 
Economics: Ph.D. in Economics, Florida 
International University) 
David Wolf, Assoc. Prof.
(Environmental Economics: Ph.D. in 
Agricultural,Environmental and Devel-
opment Economics, The Ohio State Uni-
versity)
Atsushi Yamaoka, Assoc. Prof.
(Social Security, Health Economics: Ph.D. 
in Economics, Kobe University)
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Facts and Figures

Student Exchange Agreement Partner Universities

Poland
• SGH Warsaw School of Economics
• University of Gdańsk
• Jagiellonian University
• Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń 

Hungary
• Budapest Business School

Czech Republic
• Charles University

Austria
• University of Graz

Italy
• Bocconi University 
• Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
• University of Bologna

Romania
• Babes-Bolyai University

Bulgaria
• Sofi a University St. Kliment Ohridski

Denmark
• Aarhus University

Germany
• Kiel University
• Berlin School of Economics and Law
• Marburg University
• Trier University
• Technical University of Munich
• University of Cologne 

United Kingdom
• SOAS University of London
• University of Essex
• University of Kent

Ireland
• Dublin City University
• Nati onal University of Ireland, Galway

France
• Aix-Marseille University
• Université de Lille 
• Université Paris 2 Panthéon-Assas
• Université Paris Diderot-Paris 7
• Université Paris Nanterre

Switzerland
• University of Basel 

Spain
• University of Barcelona

Mongolia
• Nati onal University of Mongolia

China
• Beijing Foreign Studies University
• Central University of Finance and 

Economics
• Nanjing University
• Nankai University
• Peking University
• Renmin University of China
• Shanghai Jiao Tong University
• The Chinese University of Hong 

Kong
• Tsinghua University
• Wuhan University
• Zhejiang University

Russia
• Saint-Petersburg State University 

The Netherlands
• Tilburg University
• Leiden University

Belgium
• KU Leuven
• Université catholique de Louvain
• University of Liege
• Saint-Louis University, Brussels
• Ghent University
• Vrije Universiteit Brussel
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As of November 2019

Myanmar
• Yangon University of Economics

Vietnam
• Foreign Trade University
• National Economics University

Singapore
• Nanyang Technological University

Indonesia
• Universitas Indonesia

Australia
• The University of Queensland
• The University of Western Australia
• University of Wollongong
• The University of New South Wales 

United States of America
• City University of New York Queens 

College
• The University of Pittsburgh
• Georgia Institute of Technology 

Canada
• University of Ottawa

The Republic of Korea
• Hanyang University
• Seoul National University
• Sogang University
• Yonsei University

Taiwan
• National Chengchi University
• National Cheng Kung University
• National Taiwan University

Kobe
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United States of America
• Boston College
• California State University Maritime 

Academy
• Center for the Study of Democracy 

- University of California, Irvine
• University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa
• University of South Florida
• University of Washington

Paraguay
• Universidad Católica del Norte

Austria
• FH Joanneum, University of Applied 

Sciences
• MCI Management Center Innsbruck

Belgium
• Bruegel
• KU Leuven
• Université Libre de Bruxelles

Germany
• Technische Universität Darmstadt

Hungary
• Eotvos Lorand University

France
• Université Paris 13

Poland
• Uniwersytet Mikołaja Kopernika w Toruniu

Russia
• Ural Federal University

Slovakia 
• Comenius University in Bratislava

United Kingdom
• University of Birmingham
• University of Dundee
• University of Oxford

Turkey
• Istanbul Technical University

China
• Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
• Dalian Maritime University
• Huazhong University of Science and 

Technology
• Jilin University
• Shandong University
• Shanghai Maritime University
• Xiamen University
• Zhongnan University of Economics 

and Law

Indonesia
• Institute Teknologi Sepuluh Nopem-

ber Surabaya

Malaysia
• Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

Myanmar
• Yangon University of Economics

Taiwan
• Soochow University
• National Taiwan Ocean University

Singapore
• Nanyang Technological University

The Republic of Korea
• Korea Maritime and Ocean Univer-

sity
• Korea University
• Mokpo National Maritime Universi-

ty
• Mokpo National University

Vietnam
• The University of Danang
• Viet Nam National University Ho 

Chi Minh City

The Philippines
• University of the Philippines Dili-

man

Australia
• The University of New South Wales
• University of South Australia
• University of Wollongong

Number of Local and International Students

Selected Exchange Agreement Partner Institutions

505 
633 

963 
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Bruegel-Kobe 
Internati onal Conference

The Bruegel-Kobe University Interna-
tional Conference has been jointly held 
since 2013 in order to deepen the rela-
ti ons between Bruegel, arguably world’s 
foremost think tank, and the Graduate 
School of Economics. 

This conference is devoted to issues 
confronting Europe and Japan and is 
highly regarded by the parti cipants. The 
ti tle of the 7th annual conference, held in 
2019, was “Competi ti on Policy in the Era 
of AI - The Case of Japan and Europe”

International Conference on 
Applied Econometrics in Hawaii

The Hawaii conference has three aims: 
to exchange opinions about research in 
applied econometrics, to promote inter-
national cooperative research, and to 
create signifi cant research contributi ons 
in the future. A dozen of papers on ap-
plied econometrics are presented, and all 
parti cipants contribute to frui� ul discus-
sions in a relaxed atmosphere. Five disti n-
guished universiti es parti cipated in 2019: 
Hanyang University (Korea), National 
Taiwan University (Taiwan), Nanyang 
Technological University (Singapore), the 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa (United 
States), and Kobe University (Japan).

Conference on 
Trade, Financial Integration 
and Macroeconomic Dynamics 

The Graduate School of Economics 
hosts a series of conferences on trade, 
financial integration and economic 
growth. We successfully held the 2015, 
2017, 2018 and the 2019 conferences at 
Kobe University, and jointly hosted with 
University of Washington a conference 
in Seattle in 2016. This conference series 
provides us with excellent opportunities 
to exchange new research ideas with 
outstanding researchers from all over the 
world. This exchange benefits not only 
our faculty members' research activities, 
but also helps young researchers and 
graduate students to build an international 
research network.

Annual Conference with Five 
Universiti es from East Asia

The Graduate School of Economics 
held the 18th Annual Conference on “In-
novation and Sustainable Development 
in the East Asian Economy” in Kobe, 
in December 2019. This conference is 
jointly supported by our academic ex-
change agreement partner universities: 
Nankai University, Shandong University, 
Soochow University, and Zhejiang Uni-
versity. This event took place for the fi rst 
time in 2002, and since then its major 
concerns have been on the impact of the 
world economy on East Asian economic 

growth.
Through this conference we aim to 

exchange specialized knowledge regard-
ing East Asian economy, and to establish 
friendship among the staff  and students 
of Kobe University and other four Univer-
siti es.

Hanyang-Kobe-Nanyang 
Conference in Economics 

The Graduate School of Economics 
holds an annual conference jointly with 
Hanyang University (Republic of Korea), 
Nanyang Technological University (Sin-
gapore) and the Research Institute for 
Economics and Business Administration 
(RIEB) at Kobe University. Nanyang Tech-
nological University hosted the 2018 con-
ference.

Brugel-Kobe Internati onal Conference

To promote the international exchange 
of knowledge among researchers, the 
Graduate School of Economics organizes 

conferences with universities and research in-
sti tuti ons from around the world. These include 
Bruegel, Hanyang University, Nankai University, 
Nanyang Technological University, Nati onal Tai-
wan University, Shandong University, Soochow 
University, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, Uni-
versity of Washington, Xiamen University and 
Zhejiang University. Our meeti ngs are known for 
their vibrant and vigorous discussions on a wide 
range of economic issues.

Conferences
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“Studying and researching at Kobe University in the Graduate School of Economics  
Double Degree Program has been the perfect choice to finish  my studies. Although 
taking economics graduate courses as a Japanese studies major was  challenging at 
times, preparatory work combined with the guidance of KU’s many talented lecturers 
helped me to succeed in learning economics.  The research room atmosphere  helped 
me to be motivated every day and to make friends. We constantly motivated each 
other while discussing our progress. I was assigned a perfect mentor for my  research 
project from an early stage. My mentor’s  inputs and expertise during our weekly 
meetings have greatly contributed to my work and attitude. The thought of having to 
leave this campus, surrounded by nature and mountains, often saddens me, however 
I know I will frequently revisit Kobe, my second home town. I strongly recommend 
taking up this challenge so you can share the same  experience and broaden your 
horizon. ”

Felix Devriese (Belgium)
Double Degree Program

“The Graduate School of Economics at Kobe University off ers the best environment for Ph.D. 
students to work on their research. At the Graduate School, I fi rmly established basic knowl-
edge of economics through course work. I acquired advanced expertise and research tech-
niques in seminars. I was able to study various fi elds, such as economic theory, economic policy, 
and economic history. These studies greatly widened the scope of my research and research 
potenti al. Kobe University has many talented faculty members. Through my interacti ons with 
them, I developed my criti cal thinking skills. The knowledge and experti se I acquired while in the 
Graduate School proved to be useful in presentati ons at internati onal conferences and for pub-
licati ons in peer-reviewed journals. Finally, I made some great friends at the Graduate School. 
The hard work and camaraderie we shared, together with the mutual support we provided 
each other united us with strong bonds. The Graduate School of Economics at Kobe University 
is a fantasti c choice; it provides a great research environment and irreplaceable friends. I highly 
recommend you to visit Kobe University.”

Naoyuki Wakamatsu (Japan)
Lecturer,

Osaka Internati onal University

“I’m proud of my decision to study at Graduate School of Economics, Kobe University. I was 
especially pleased with the vast range of research fi elds that Faculty off ers, the signifi cant 
support for students, and the cooperati ve spirit among Ph.D. students. Recent economic re-
search requires researchers to have more than one specialty. Graduate School of Economics 
off ers various courses and research seminars; hence, students can acquire a variety of skills. 
For Ph.D. students, it is especially important to gain the experience to have presentati on at 
internati onal conferences and to publish papers in internati onal academic journals for their 
job hunti ng. Kobe University off ers great support, such as payment support for travel and En-
glish proofreading. I had several chances to present my research at internati onal conferences 
and I could publish my papers in internati onal journals with the fi nancial support provided by 
the department. This helped me get my current job. Finally, the Ph.D. colleagues in Graduate 
School of Economics at Kobe University are very supporti ve, and this helps students to com-
plete the Ph.D. program. In additi on, there is the networking and support among alumni even 
aft er graduati on.”

Miwa Nakai (Japan)
Assistant Professor, 

Research Insti tute for Environmental Economics and Management, Waseda University 

“Doctoral Program at Graduate School of Economics, Kobe University was one of the 
most precious experiences in my life. Graduate School of Economics is a great place 
to study, with good faciliti es, helpful professors as well as beauti ful surroundings. 
Here is where I could not only study economics but also acquire criti cal thinking skills 
and learn the art of academic research as well as from where I took my fi rst steps 
at academic conferences and workshops. Studying at Kobe University was a great 
opportunity to widen my horizons and it literally showed me the way. It is the experi-
ence that formed me, prepared for present work and created the foundati ons for my 
future development.”

Agata Wierzbowska (Poland)
Associate Professor,

 Graduate School of Economics, Kobe University

Messages from Alumni and Students
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Housings 
Some students live in private housing rented by them and 

others rent Kobe University dormitories (studio apartments with 
bathroom and kitchen). One of them is the Internati onal Resi-
dence in Port Island, where students can receive some supports 
in English. For details, please refer to the following link.
htt p://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/campuslife/housing/index.html

Medical Center for Student Health
At this center, there are doctors and nurses as well as coun-

selors that can provide consultati on or advice in case of physical 
or mental problems. This center also provides an annual medi-
cal checkup for all students. 

Co-op Store 
The Co-op stores sell books, stati onary supplies, computers, 

food, beverages, and other useful goods and services for cam-
pus life. Reservati ons for air ti ckets, tours, and hotels are avail-
able at the stores as well. They are open on weekdays from 8:30 
a.m. unti l 6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. unti l 2:00 
p.m. For details, please refer to the following link.
http://www.kucoop.jp/foreign/index.html

Cafeteria 
Cafeterias and stores on campus are operated by the Kobe 

University Co-operati ve Associati on (Co-op). They provide meals 
on weekdays, from 10:20 a.m. unti l about 7:00 p.m., and on Sat-
urdays from 11:30 a.m. unti l 1:30 p.m. It is the place where you 
can enjoy meals at reasonable prices.

Library
Kobe University Library holds about 3,780,000 books and 

47,000 journal titles. It also provides online materials (about 
35,000 e-journal ti tles and 40,000 e-book ti tles) and about 30 
online databases.

Facilities, Scholarships, Supports
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Japanese Language/ Studies Program 
The Kobe University CIE off ers the following three Japanese 

language courses for free. The eligible students are those who 
have been permitted to enter Kobe University. Students who 
wish to enroll in one of these courses are required to take the 
placement test at the beginning of the term in which they wish 
to enroll.

• Intensive Japanese Language Course
• Integrated Japanese Language Course (for all internati onal 

students)
• Japanese Language/ Studies Course (for undergraduate 

students)

Student Advising and Counseling
Advisors at the Kobe University Center for International 

Education (Kobe University CIE) hold consultation hours for 
internati onal students. Enquiries vary from study related issues 
to mental health, fi nancial, accommodati on, family and health 
issues. Kobe University CIE cooperates with the designated In-
ternational Student Advisor from each department to ensure 
that the students have the best study environment in order to 
gain the most out of their experience at Kobe University.

Kobe University Center for International
Education (Kobe University CIE)

The Center is responsible for the overall internati onal stu-
dents’ needs. These include: 

• advising on Japanese language and Japanese studies 
courses

• advising on studying and living in Japan
• advising on internships, job hunting, and alumni net-work-

ing

Student Tutor System 
Each international student is matched with a tutor student 

from Kobe University. The tutor student gives support aiming to 
help the internati onal student  get accustomed to campus life 
and everyday life in Kobe, and to improve the eff ecti veness of 
study and research at the university.

Tuition Fee Exemption

For the students who have diffi  culty paying their tuiti on fees 
due to certain serious circumstances, they may have chances 
to be granted a full or half tuition exemption as a result of a 
screening based on their applicati ons. For details, please refer 
to the following link.
htt p://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/study_in_kobe/tuiti on/about_
exempti on_tuiti on.html

Scholarships 
There are various scholarships off ered by the Japanese gov-

ernment, the local government and private organizati ons. Stu-
dents can apply for most of these, through the university, a� er 
they enter the university. For details, please refer to the follow-
ing link or ask the Academic Aff airs Secti on.
htt p://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/study_in_kobe/scholarships/index.
html

• JASSO/ Honors Scholarship
• Hyogo Prefecture Private Foreign Students Scholarship
• Kobe/ Sugawara/ Hisa Scholarship

International Exchange Support Room 

   An Internati onal Exchange Coordinator is available on week-
days during the school year in the Internati onal Exchange Sup-
port Room.  This room is located in the main building of the 
Rokkodai 1st Campus, near the offi  ces of the Graduate School 
of Economics and the Faculty of Economics. Please feel free to 
ask for any support regarding daily life issues, student acti viti es, 
study matt ers, and other issues that you might encounter while 
studying at Kobe University. 




